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MERCANTILISM:  WHY WOULD A COUNTRY WANT COLONIES? 

1. We are examining mercantilism to understand the 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________. 

2. List 3 resources that North America had that the countries in Europe wanted: 

a. ____________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________________________. 

3. You have talked about this subject last year.  Give 2 examples of what India did to fight 

mercantilism: 

a. _________________________________________________________ 

b. _________________________________________________________ 

4. Mercantilism is a ___________________  _____  __________________ where 

________________ sold  __________ _______________________ to _________________ who 

used those resources to produce _____________________________  _____________________ 

that were sold to the _____________________________.  The colonies could only __________ 

these items from England.  This controlled trade made  _______________ for the mother 

county, _______________________. 

5. Look back at #2.  Can you list some now?  If you listed some, go ahead and add to your list here 

of raw materials sent to England. 

 

 

 

6. Please explain HOW England made this work:   

 

 

 

 

7. What do the colonies get in return? 

 

 

8. Please write down the prices that the colonists go for their raw materials:_$_______/bundle of 

timber. 

Now write down the amount the English merchants got for finished goods 

(table):$__________/table. 

 



 

9. Now, do the math below: 

The colonies sell four bundles of timber to England.  They make $_______ 

English manufactures sell two tables to the colonies.  They make $ ______ 

 In total England makes $______       

In total colonist make $ ______ 

 

Who earned more from the sale of goods, England’s colonies or England?  Explain. 

 

Who benefits most from mercantilism?  Explain 

10. How did mercantilism impact England and England’s colonies?  Explain.   

In your response, you must include three of the words below:     Import     raw materials     

export     manufactured goods . 

 


